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the hrow and De ion. Whoéver thétéfore pro- 
yd; [mes fuch a Diftemper wihder any civiliz’d Govetn- 
“and , upon a preténce of ftandinig tp for its Liberties, 
tap [apf fecuririg any Part of the Conftrtution, ix oblig’ 
id to moft folernn Ties, to prové thofe Liberties ani 
Cofiftitution to be in imminént Danger } and to 
linn, Me the Cleaveft and moft uncontefted Evidence of his 
nifiry Wars and Apptehenfions) But whiére a Sect of Men 
} the Mt combirie together to fpread # Spirit of Uneafinefs 
their ng their Pellow-Subjetts, fall endeavour to prd- 
tien, ite Jealoufies and Mifunderflandines betweetySuperiors 
d fo, if Inferiors, fhall alarm the Pedple upoit’ evéry pub- 
- Tranfaétion and Emergence, and-téaké them with 
| Runiats arid Falfe Reports, ténding td Infe@ their 
they [Meds with a Panick and geteral Corfternation, that 
) rear ay produce a difaffectted! atid feditious es arid at 
re a3 IP Mue in a Civil War aiid Rebellion: If ciefé Men 
and [ie either no Grounds at all for Safpectinig and In- 
them MEfoding the Governmerit, or none that: dre Solid 
theit fie Subftantial, arid of fornewhat a’ greater Confequence 
elves the Publick, than thofe réal Evils which they cet- 
ound Bly britig’ upon’ their Countty, by dividing'aiid di- 
King 6 If the Darigers- they apprehend ate nor 
‘allen ormidable, and miote edfy t6 be avoided, thah 
‘omi- fe which they fufpeét ate cottling upeii'chem, and 
herto (mpld prevent by their flirting and oppodfition ; they 
ckery ity of the worft fort of Sedition, in ottion to 
ery j [Number of Forces engag’d in their Corifederacy ; 
and Ry teat nothing lefs than the Secutiry atid Good of 
and [State ; and tho’ they Clamour never fo loudly, upon 
rem; fe Subjeé. of their Pretentes; yet fince there never 
Jijjens Ha Paétion not a Cabal of Traitots and Rebels, wlio 
y arc Not make ufe of the moft fpecious Pretences on 
true iwc ; theretore a bare Pretence is riot foufti- 
ople, mt to faye them from being Namber'd with thofe 
ts aifmeineets ‘of Mifchief, who met with another fort of 
nowmetment amiotig the nife/f Governors and‘ Legiflators 
ethet MOrtties Ages, than barély humouring their corrupt 
d the M@gitarions, and gratifying their unreafonable De- 
, an ee 
-mptfavhilft the’Followers of a Fittion now aming us retain 
nthe for thefe Maxims in Policy, which are 
thei inded upon Rri& Reafon and Juftice, I would defire 
annotam to look’ over the Journals of their Condu& for 
thole ile Three Years laft paft, ima general Survey of Fats 






Occurrences, fript of ali Ornament and Circum- 
¢; and then ingenioully tell me, whether many of 
t Sufpicions have not prov’d Groundlefs ; whether 
of thofe Reports, concerhing the Defigns of their 
ertfors, have not appear’ to be notorioufly Falle ; 
whether in many Cafes they have not been feafous 
hout a Caufe, and have alarin’d us with Saat te 
ion of Tknow not what Dangers, which ‘be 
ked) are as far off as ever, and nd moré to be 
ded by Sober and Judicious Men, than when the 
iniftration of Affairs was ‘in other Hands, and the 
Mle were taught to believe, that endlefs War was a 


Root 
unt i 
ono 
1. 
al 














Chimetical and Imaginary Evils? What Submiffions 
Hiight not the Government expect from.them, after a 
Goorfé of % much RaddehefS and unjuft Treatment ? 
How have they Weaken’d and Embroyl'd us, to the ha 
of the Publick Peace; . and broughr fubftantial 
ldmiti¢s Upon us, by of Cure for fuch Evils and 
Dangers, @s had no other Foundation but the Weak- 
nefs of their Paniciés, and the crazy Delufions tliat reign 
‘attiony theni? Suppofe the Wifom of the Government 
has béen'fuch, that our Conftiturion ftands as ic did, 
in full Vigour and aur 6 in fpire of their Attempts 
to Diftrefs us; and no ill Accidents of a very fatal 
‘Tendenty have accrued to us from their Mifmanage- 
tment ; yét this does by no means leflen their Guilt, and 
iey aré fill Debtors to the Refentmerit of their Coun- 
: Since Malice is not che lefs finful becaufe it is un- 
faccefsful, and Sedition lofés none of its Virulency 
by being diverted ot cut fliort in its Aims and En- 
déavolrs after Mifthief’ But now, when inftead of 
réettating former Etrots, ahd giving proofs of a fin- 
cete Reformation, Men fhall go on Clamouring, Su- 
fpetting, Lying, and Diftutbing, upon every Shadow of 
a Pretence ; and thal] multiply Falihood upon Falthood, 
Rumour upon Rumour ; and fhall carry the Iniquicy of 
their Fathon into a Mode and Habit, and make a Merit 
of their oppofing the Government, again‘ all the Di- 
Gates of Honour, Conftience; and Intereft; what fhill 
we fay to fiich Men ? Shall we believe, that they a¢t 
upon Principle? That theit Jealoufy is a Sign of Love ¢ 
Ty hat theit Caittion and Difiruft is Well-mean'd ? And 
that they only look about and watch over us, out of a2 
Supererogation in point’ of Generofity and Publick 
Spirit ? Shall we not rather conclude, upon the beft 
Grounds and clefreft Appearances, that they mean 
their owh Intereft, inflead of that of their Country ini 
all this Management ? That like true Sharpers and 
Mafters of Chicane, they will never leave Sufpecting us, 
and all who havé any Concern about us, till they have 
in got us itito their Power ? That their own Ava- 
rice and Ambition are the Cail, which makes them look 
fo narrowly about them, and puts them into fo much 
Uneafinefs and Diforder upon our Account ? And that 
we never fhall be Eafy, till ether they are Re-inftated 
in Power, ot removéd much further from it, than hi- 
therto they lave been? If thefe Conjeétures are not 
tight, ther¢ is no forming a Judgment of the Defigns 
of Others by their Condaét, and Actions are the worft 
Proof of Charaéters in Nature. _ 

I will give ‘their Fears and Jealoufies al] the Scope 
themfelves cat ask for. I twill fuppofe thofe Dangers 
véty near approaching us, which they have drefi’d up 
inr fich formidable wo But what then ? Are Factions 
and Divifions a féafonable Prepatation, and proper Re- 
medy againft thefe Evily? Are not Concord and Unity 
National Bleflings, and the Common Security,? Is it 4 
Time for us to Quatrdl and Divide, when Hannibal is 
at our Gates ? If Popery be acomting, and the Pretender 
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ready fo Invade us, Sughit we not to lay afide all Strife 
and Faction, and cement more clofely together ; that 
we may be better able to ftand the Shock, and abide 
the Blow with our colleéted Force? And fincé our Go- 
vernors have been as Zealous to come into any Mea- 
fares for our further Security, as thofe of the Oppofite 
Side, who firft projected them, have we not all the 
Reafon in the World to Unite with them ; becaufe we 
fhall thereby oblige them to Unite with us, inall Pro- 
pofals that fhall hereafter be found out or. thought ne- 
eeffary, for — the prefent Settlement, and for 
removing our Fears and Jealoufies at a greater diftance 
from us? 

Former Experience may convince us, that neither the 
Piety of a Great and Excellent Prince, nor the Intereft 
of a Learned and Orthodox Clergy, nor yet the Caution 
and Vigilance of a Wife and Underftanding People, all 
ftudioufly devoted to the Prote/tant Religion, could fe- 
cure our Country from falling into the Hands of wicked 
and treacherous Men, arm’d with no other Weapon or 
Engine of Mifchief; but the fingle Gy and Clamour of 
Popery. Now fuppofe the very fame Reafons for ad- 
vancing that Clamour were ftill in bein \ pres Ship- 
Money, the High Commiffion, Star-Chamber, Court of 
Wards, Perfecution of Tender Confciences, and many other 
Hardthips complain’d of heretofore, were fubfifting at 
this very Day ; yet furely no Man in his Wits will ven- 
ture to ‘affirm, that a long Civil War and Arbitrary 
Ufurpation, the Overthrow of the Conftitution in 
Church and State, a general Infringement of Law and 
Liberty, and the licentious Practice of Murder, Rapine, 
and all forts of Cruelty, area defirable Change, and a 
proper Remedy for thefe Evils: Our dead Anceftors 
will flake their Experience againft fuch a violent and 

alpable Abfurdity. But now if this unaccountable 

emedy be fo much worfe than the Difeafe, how much 
gteater is our Fr and Fanaticifm, and how much 
more inexcufable our Conduét, who are running into 
the fame extravagant Meafures, and lrgees the fame 
bloody Steps that lead to Anarchy and Confufion, with- 
out any of thofe Provocations, which our Forefathers 
were uneafie under; and at a time when the Govern- 
ment is all Lenity and Gentlenefs, and more tender of 
our Rights, than we ase of the Prerogative, that fhould 
protest us againft our felves? Nay we have Madmen 
amongft us, who are for fupprefling every Power that 
hinders them from annoying their Fellow-Subjects, and 
who would take up the Arms of Liberty in the Caufe of 
Oppreffion, and to vindicate and defend Tyrants and 
Plunderers. 

At another Junéture, when the Cry of Popery was 
rcally well-grounded, they were not contented to act 
the Part of Subalterns in the good Work, that was at 
that time begun by the true Lovers of their Country, 
and who beft knew how to accomplifh it to the entire 
Satisfition of Great Britain; but they buftled into 
Power, and a Power which we foon found to be Exor- 
bitant: They did all they could to clog and load the 
Deliverance, and to make it a Precedent for many un- 
heard-of Innovations. $o that we have now a full Ex- 
perience of their Conduct in Two the moft remarkable 

untkures that ever appeared in Hiftory; whence we 
may clearly fee, how: unfit they are to ferve us, were 
the Danger of Popery near approaching. For new Cor- 
ruptions are but a poor Provifion againft Old Ones, 
ss ta Variety is all the Benefit of Reforming: And 
this is the utmoft we can expeé& from them, that whe- 
ther we are in Danger, or not in Danger; they will 
Clamour for an Opportunity, not to fave us, but to 
ferve themfelves ; and the Mifchief they bring upon us 
is greater than that we feel, and little inferior to any 
that they teach us to apprehend: For the Sum of their 
Management is, To deliver us out ef one Evil, by bring- 
ing us into another. 

One thing is very furprizing, to hear 1 find faulc 
with the State of Affairs, when the Broils and Diforcers, 
which they have fomented among us, are the real Source 
and Original of all the Misfortunes under which we at 
prefent labour. If they are ask‘d, why the Peace of Ry/- 
nick was fo unfafe and deficient ; why the Dutch had not 






agood Barrier ; why the Pretender was ne , 
the Succeffion recogniz'd, and our Allies fully tee ; 
They will tell you, the Government was under mA 
Necefliry ; they wete embarrafs'd and diverted by a 
étion at home ; who hinder’d them from exerting ; 
felves in the manner they intended to do, mo m 
whom therefore are to be charg’'d all the Mifcarria 6 
thar Juncture. Now if this were a good Plea thenies 
the Authors of it pretend to ant Fault with the 
Jent Peace, which was begun and finifh’d at a ; 
when we had a much more furious and inveterate : 
ction within the Bowels of the Nation; and confeqy 
ly they are anfwerable for all the Mifmanagemen; i 
re of, fuppofe thofe Complaints could be m; 
good. But whenthe Peace is found to be fo Honyyr,) 
and Safe, in Spite of all their Sophiftry and Railing j 
it is made, and in fpite of all their Oppofition at 
time of making it ; how furprizing is the Wifdon 
our prefent Governors, who procured this Bleffing 
us, under greater Difficulties than they were exers{ 
with, and by their own Confeflion, were not able. 
The Whigs ana Pop Prief 
1e Whigs and Popi/l Prie/ts are in one and the 

Story. They both agree to believe and propa 2 
the fabulous and legendary Accounts imaginable 
the formidable State and growing Power of thatk 
Bion. Indeed their Ends and Defigns would appex 

e vaftly different, if the Whigs took any Care top 
vide againft thofe Dangers, about which they mak 
much Noife. But whilit they continue their Enmiy 
the Church of England, which, in effe&t, is to dem: 
the beft Barrier againft Popery; and encourage ‘ 
and Contention, which, in effect, is to fupport 
Enemies ; they do the Work of the Fefuits, andy 
apparently in the fame Intereft: Only they have 
Misfortune to act a mean and fcandalous Under. 
in it; and to be the Tools and Inftruments of otk 
who ufe them for a time, and will at laft Laugh 
and defpife them. 

The better to Guard againft all thofe fevere Imp 
tions which their Conduct hath incurr’d, they h 
found an extraordinary way to accufe others of a1 
Meaning, which they cannot prove: on purpof 
skreen their own wicked AGtions from nasice, 
they every Day appear in their proper Colours, | 
the Mifreprefentation of their Neighbour’s Hearts is 
Reafon, why their own Hands and Tongues thould ‘ 
be Ty'd up. They fay, the Nation will be Perjw 
Betray, Invaded, and I know not what: But 4 
Dividing, Undermining, and fpoiling the Nation, 1 
vent our future Ruin ? Does it not haften it, and 
it fure ? So that all the Struggle, even upon their ¢ 
Scfieme, isthis ; Whether They fhall not be the firi 
Ruin us? For, it feems, they take it ill, that any} 
chief fhould be fet on Foot, and they out of ! 
Secret. 

The Prote/tant < the Ballance of Exrope, 
Laws, Liberties and Trade, are, no doubt, com 
Concerns ; and deferve all the Zeal that we can lay 
upon them. But if Unity is the greateft Security, 
Faction and Difcord the moft ready and_ effectual Me 
to nna either, or all of thefe Publick Bleflin 
then the Whigs ought to come ig, and reconcile th 
felves, and disband their Followers. For whilft 
go on to Divide and Difturb us, all the Noife and 
mour they make, is only accufing themfelves ; andi 
might as well complain of our not going to Sit 
whilft they are beating a Drum in the Room, 

a us up and down, on purpofe to kee) 
awake. 
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